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Abstrak

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mencari alternatif solusi kebijakan yang ambil oleh pemerintah
dalam upaya mempercepat mengentaskan kemiskinan dari berbagai lintas disiplin ilmu sosial.
Metode yang digunakan dalam penelitian ini adalah metode deskriptif analisis yaitu
menggambarkan suatu permasalahan kemiskinan masyarakat berdasarkan sumber data
sekunder dari bahan-bahan literatur yang relevan dengan judul tulisan dan referensi. Realitas
kemiskinan secara sosiologis mempunyai kriteria yang berbeda yaitu absolut dan relatif serta
bukan hanya kejadian secara personal namun juga kejadian sosial. Perihal agama, Islam
menanggapi fenomena kemiskinan dengan anjuran dan dorongan agar manusia gigih bekerja
dan saling berbagi. Dalam Islam kemiskinan dijelaskan di dalam Al-Quran dan Hadist di mana
orang yang miskin merupakan orvang yang tidak mampu mencukupi kebutuhan hidupnya.

Kata Kunci: Kemiskinan, Perspektif Sosial, Ekonomi Pembangunan

Abstract

This study aims to find alternative policy solutions taken by the government in an effort to accelerate
poverty alleviation from various cross-disciplinary social sciences. The method used in this study is a
descriptive analysis method that describes a problem of community poverty based on secondary data
sources from literature materials that are relevant to the title of the article and references. The reality of
poverty sociologically has different criteria, namely absolute and relative and is not only a personal event
but also a social event. Regarding religion, Islam responds to the phenomenon of poverty by advocating
and encouraging people to work hard and share with each other. In Islam poverty is explained in the Al-
Quran and Hadith where poor people are people who are unable to make ends meet.

Keywords: Poverty, Social Perspective, Economic Development

INTRODUCTION

Religion in the study of sociology is included in the study section that gets a lot of
attention from various sociologists because it is considered very interesting. Starting from
beliefs, symbols and practices based on sacred ideas, namely 12 religions that are able to realize
good and orderly patterns in social life and create a socio-religious community whose behavior is
influenced by these beliefs.".

In society, religion is usually one of the important institutional structures that complete
the entire social system, but the issue of religion is certainly very different from the political and
legal issues relating to the control of power, politics and law relating to the control of power, in
contrast to economic institutions related to the control of power. with cooperation in producing
money and goods, and in contrast to family institutions that regulate and pattern relationships
between sexes, between generations, and other relationships within a family.?

'Asnawan, Sosiologi dalam Kajian Agama: (Kontribusi Kajian Keagamaan dalam Sosiologi
Islam). FALASIFA: Jurnal Studi Keislaman 7, 2 (2016): 225-238. https://doi.org/10.36835/falasifa.v7i2.51
2Stepen K. Sanderson, Sosiologi Makro terj. Hotman M.Siahaan (Jakarta: Raja Grapindo Persada 1995), h. 2
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The importance of carrying out a sociological approach in understanding a religion can
be understood from the many religious teachings related to social problems. But in fact what is
happening at this time is the sociology of religion studies how religion can affect society, and it
is possible that community religion affects the concept of religion. Islam as a religion that
prioritizes things that are social rather than individual as evidenced by the many verses of the
Qur'an and Hadith relating to muamalah (social) matters, this is also caused by the many stories
in the Qur'an that are lacking can be understood correctly except with a sociological approach.’

It i1s the same with the title "Sociological Perspectives on Poverty in Economic
Development of Social Society" where this study discusses social and economic linkages
according to the Islamic view and the people affected by the social economy.

Islamic economics is a social science. As with other social sciences, an efficient part of
analysis for Islamic economics is society. Because the methodology contained in Islamic
economics is more centered on economic phenomena and can change from time to time and from
one society to another.*

Regarding poverty, it must be the same as discussing the economy in society. Poverty is a
socio-economic problem that has stimulated many research activities carried out by various
parties such as planners, scientists, and the general public or non-governmental organizations
from various educational backgrounds. Understanding the problem of poverty often requires
efforts to define, measure, and identify the root causes of poverty. Many studies have been
shown to classify the poor and analyze the causes of poverty, however, these efforts have not
been completed. This is because poverty is multidimensional and because poverty originates
from various conditions.’

The definition of poverty that is popular today is poverty that is often found in
developing countries. The problem of community poverty in developing countries is not just a
form of income incapacity, but has expanded to social and political powerlessness. Poverty is
also considered as a form of development problem that occurs due to the negative impact of
unbalanced economic growth so that it widens the income gap between communities and income
gaps between regions.® Just like other developing countries, poverty is a big problem in
Indonesia. The poverty rate in Indonesia is increasing every year, according to statistical data on
the poverty rate of the number of people living below the poverty line in March 2019 as many as
39.90 million people (17.75%) compared to February 2018 the number of people who
experienced an increase of 3. 95 million souls.” Various programs to reduce poverty have been
carried out by the government. However, poverty alleviation programs have tended to focus only

3Ida Zahara Adibah, Pendekatan Sosiologis Dalam Studi Islam, Jurnal Inspirasi 1, 1 (2017): 1-20

“Irawan Fakhrudin Mahallizikri, “Perpaduan Antara Pandangan Ekonomi Konvensional Dengan Ekonomi
Syariah Melahirkan Sebuah Paham Ekonomi Yang Baru Dari Sebuah Sistem Yang Telah Ada”, diakses pada 7 Juli
2022, https://www.stiesyariahbengkalis.ac.id/kolompikiran-11-perpaduan-antara-pandangan-ekonomi-konvensional-
dengan-ekonomi-syariah-melahirkan-sebuah-paham-ekonomi-yang-baru-dari-sebuah-sistem-yang-telah-ada.html

SHubertus Ubur, Upaya Penanggulangan Kemiskinan Melalui Pendekatan Proses (Studi Kasus Masyarakat
Wudi Nusa Tenggara Timur). Aspirasi 2, 2 (2011): 209-224

SPutri Anita Rahman, Firman dan Rusdinal Rusdinal, Kemiskinan Dalam Perspektif Ilmu Sosiologi. Jurnal
Pendidikan Tambusai 3, 6 (2019): 1542-1548, 10.31004/jptam.v3i3.399

"Badan Pusat Statistik, “Persentase Penduduk Miskin September 2021 turun menjadi 9,71 persen”, diakses

pada 7 Juli 2022, https://www.bps.go.id/pressrelease/2022/01/17/1929/persentase-penduduk-miskin-september-
2021-turun-menjadi-9-71-persen.html

104



o-
I"ECO

A Research Journal on Islamic Economics

ISSN 2548-5601, e-ISSN 2548-561X

| I-ECONOMICS: A Research Journal on Islamic Economics
Vol 8 No 2 Desember 2022

on efforts to distribute social assistance to the poor, so that such prevention programs are not
well targeted. Poverty alleviation must be to those who are entitled, meaning that the state must
try its best to fulfill the basic rights of its people. Includes the right to education, health, housing,
decent work and so on.

The large number of poor people will have the potential to create new social problems,
namely the decline in the quality of human resources, the emergence of inequality and social
jealousy, disruption of social and political stability and increasing crime rates. In the end, these
conditions greatly hampered the development of the national economy and made it difficult for
Indonesia to get out of lagging. Initially the general opinion when people talk about poverty is
often what is meant is material poverty. With this understanding, a person is categorized as poor
if he is unable to meet the minimum standard of basic needs for a decent life or to meet basic
consumption needs. Poverty like this is often called consumption poverty. Of course, the
definition of poverty which is only seen from the point of view of meeting consumption needs
alone is not sufficient even though this definition is useful and will continue to be used to
measure progress in the level of welfare. Along with the increasing development of knowledge
about poverty, supported by a number of realities and their determinants, in the 1990s the notion
of poverty experienced a shift. The definition of poverty has been broadened not only by income
level, but also related to disability in the areas of health, education and housing. Thus, in this
sense, it has been recognized that there is an interaction and causal relationship between the
various dimensions of poverty. Even at the end of the 20th century, a new definition of poverty
emerged, namely that poverty also covers the issue of vulnerability, powerlessness, and the
inability to express aspirations. Poverty has now become a development problem that has been
the subject of much discussion. Poverty can be easily identified and characterized by conditions
of backwardness, powerlessness, and inability from an economic point of view, as well as the
large number of unemployed people, which in turn triggers income inequality and gaps between
population groups. Poverty can be defined as a condition of living with a very low standard of
living.

Poverty is also one of the most serious problems in the national development process in
Indonesia. it seems that this problem cannot be solved seriously even though the government's
efforts have introduced various packages and programs that involve a number of experts on
poverty. In essence, there is no sustainability, poverty management system either in one regime
of power or during regime transition.®

Based on the explanation that has been presented, the problem of poverty in Indonesia is
still being carried out until now, both through the policies of the central government and local
governments. However, the decline in the poor population is not too significant and 1is still
relatively large. The government has struggled continuously to reduce the poor in its area with
various strategies, both through fiscal policy and by involving the poor themselves. One of the
strategies taken is to make the poor as subjects not as objects so that the poor can feel the direct
benefits of the development carried out. The goal for the welfare of the nation's life seems to be
just a discourse. The more widespread planning and development activities have not been able to

8Putri Anita Rahman, Firman dan Rusdinal, Kemiskinan Dalam Perspektif Ilmu Sosiologi", Jurnal
Pendidikan Tambusai 3.3 (2019): 1542-1548.
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overcome poverty in Indonesia, so to find alternative future policy solutions in an effort to
accelerate poverty alleviation requires thinking from various cross-disciplinary social sciences.

LITERATURE REVIEW

As we know, there are a lot of scientific works from various researchers that explain
about poor countries both in terms of sociology and economics. Among the scientific works that
discuss the phenomenon of poverty, among others:

Yacoub conducted a study entitled "The Influence of Unemployment Rates on
District/City Poverty Levels in West Kalimantan Province". Using the variable unemployment
rate and poverty rate with regression analysis techniques. The results obtained include, among
others, the unemployment rate has a significant effect on the poverty level of districts or cities in
West Kalimantan Province. Empirical data show that the pattern of the relationship is not always
unidirectional between the unemployment rate and the poverty rate. In the very poor family
group, the unemployment rate is low because most family members work to survive, sometimes
children are also involved in work on the grounds that the income of the head of the family or
parents cannot meet the needs of the family, especially in farming families with education. low
(of the total working force, 61.07% of them have elementary school education and below, so the
income received is low).”

Hermanto Siregar and Dwi Wahyuniarti, in a study entitled "The Impact of Economic
Growth on the Decline of the Number of Poor Populations" used multiple regression analysis,
with variables: GRDP, population, HDI, agricultural sector, industrial sector. Inflation, and
education. The results of this study are the variable economic growth has a negative and
significant effect on the number of poor people although the effect is small'?.

Sukmaraga's research analyzes the influence of the human development index variable.
GRDP per capita, and the number of unemployed on the number of poor people in Central Java
Province in 2008. The results of this study indicate that the variable human development index
(HDI) has a negative and significant effect on the number of poor people in Central Java, GRDP
per capita has a negative and significant effect on the number of poor people in Central Java.
number of poor people. And the number of unemployed has a positive and significant effect on
the number of poor people in Central Java Province.!!

Prasetyo with the title "Factors Affecting Poverty Levels (Case Study in 35 District Cities
in Central Java 2003-2007)" using a panel data regression analysis tool concluded that the
poverty rate in Central Java is influenced by economic growth, minimum wages, and education
have a negative effect on the number of poor people, while the unemployment variable has a
positive effect on the number of poor people.'?

Yarlina Yacob, Pengaruh Tingkat Pengangguran terhadap Tingkat Kemiskinan Kabupaten/Kota di
Provinsi Kalimantan Barat, Jurnal Eksos 8.3 (2012): 176 - 185

"Hermanto Siregar dan Dwi Wahyuniarti, “Dampak Pertumbuhan Ekonomi Terhadap Penurunan Jumlah
Penduduk Miskin”, Dokumen IPB (2008): 23-40

""Prima Sukmaraga, “Analisis Pengaruh Indeks Pembangunan Manusia, PDRB Per Kapita, dan Jumlah
Pengangguran Terhadap Jumlah Penduduk Miskin di Provinsi Jawa Tengah”, e-Print Jurnal Undip (2011),
http://eprints.undip.ac.id/26773/1/Jurnal.pdf

12Adit Agus Prastyo dan Edy Yusuf, Analisis Faktor-Faktor Yang Mempengaruhi Tingkat Kemiskinan
(Studi Kasus 35 Kabupaten/Kota Di Jawa Tengah Tahun 2003-2007. Undergraduate thesis, Universitas Diponegoro
(2010).
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Sitepu with the title "The Impact of Human Resource Investment on Economic Growth
and Poverty in Indonesia: Compotable General Equilibrium Model Approach" the result of this
study is that human resource investment has a direct impact on increasing economic growth.
Health investment and education investment can both reduce poverty levels, but health
investment has the largest percentage.'?

Wongdesmiwati with the title "Economic Growth and Poverty Reduction in Indonesia",
using multiple regression analysis method, using the variables of population, economic growth,
and education. The results of this study are the population has a positive and significant effect on
the addition of the number of poor people, the variable economic growth and the literacy rate
variable has a negative and significant effect on the number of poor people.'*

Poverty Criteria and Measures

Poverty has now become a multidimensional development problem. Poverty can be
easily identified and characterized by conditions of backwardness, powerlessness, and inability
from an economic perspective, as well as the large number of unemployed people, which triggers
income inequality and disparities between population groups.!> Poverty can be defined as a
condition of living with a very low standard of living. Poverty can also be defined as a condition
in which a person cannot fulfill basic human life, especially food and clothing.'® Some
commonly known concepts of poverty are absolute poverty and relative poverty. Absolute
poverty can be classified into two parts, namely:!”

a) Poverty to meet basic needs; and
b) Poverty to meet higher needs.

Absolute poverty and relative poverty are concepts of poverty that refer to material
possessions associated with the standard of living of a person or family. Both terms refer to the
social differences that exist in society departing from the distribution of income. The difference
is that in absolute poverty the size has been determined in advance with real numbers (poverty
line) and/or indicators or criteria used, while in relative poverty the poverty category is
determined based on a comparison of the relative level of welfare among residents. Absolute
poverty, relative poverty and poverty Subjective is a concept of measuring poverty which is done
statically. Meanwhile, subjective poverty is measured based on the perception of the population
or the household itself. The advantage of this subjective poverty approach is that poverty
measurement can be carried out easily so that results can be presented faster, more frequently
and more regularly.'®

BRasidin K. Sitepu, dan Bonar M. Sinaga, "Dampak Investasi Sumberdaya Manusia Terhadap
Pertumbuhan Ekonomi Dan Kemiskinan di Indonesia: Pendekatan Model Computable General Equilibrium (The
Impact of Human Capital Investment on Economic Growth and Poverty in Indonesia: Computable General
Equlibrium" Soca: Jurnal Sosial Ekonomi Pertanian 7, 7 (2007)

14 Ahmad Sholeh, Pertumbuhan Ekonomi dan Kemiskinan di Indonesia.” Ekombis Review 197-209

SKhusnul Khotimah, “Analisis Program Bantuan Rumah Layak Huni Terhadap Pengentasan Kemiskinan
di Kecamatan Mesuji Dalam Perspektif Ekonomi Islam” (Doctoral Dissertation, UIN Raden Intan Lampung, 2018).

1Pytri Anita Rahman, Firman & Rusdinal. Kemiskinan Dalam Perspektif Ilmu Sosiologi. Jurnal
Pendidikan Tambusai, 3. 3(2019): 1542—1548. https://doi.org/10.31004/jptam.v3i3.399

7Juli Panglima Saragih, Kebijakan Pengentasan Kemiskinan di Daerah Istimewa Yogyakarta." Jurnal
Ekonomi & Kebijakan Publik 6.1 (2015): 45-59.

8Rachmat Kriyantono, Practical Communication Research Techniques. (Jakarta, 2012), h. 36
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The measures of poverty that are designed are not adequate in operational poverty
alleviation efforts, the strategy of rapid economic growth that is not accompanied by equity is a
mistake made in developing countries including Indonesia. In carrying out this strategy, foreign
loans have played a major role as a source of financing. In fact, there is often a mismatch
between the development package and the real needs of the community. Fiscal and monetary
policies are also not pro-poor, management of natural resources is not careful and irresponsible,
development planning is top-down, implementation of project-oriented programs, misleading
industrialization, liberalization of the economy too early without adequate preparation to protect
the possibility of marginalization of groups poor in society.

METHOD

The method used in this study is descriptive analysis method, which describes a problem
of community poverty based on secondary data sources from literature materials that are relevant
to the title of the article and references. This journal uses a literature review, which is a literature
review that supports a particular problem that is being studied in depth. Literature study is an
activity to explore, examine, and identify knowledge based on the results of previous research or
studies. Literature study is an effort made by researchers to obtain and collect all written
information that is relevant to the problem being studied. Therefore, the data in this paper uses
relevant sources where the author collects various literatures related to the phenomenon of
poverty and sociological perspectives in viewing poverty.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Sociology comes from the Latin socius which means friend, friend. While logos means
science (https://id.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sociology). This statement was published and expressed
for the first time in his work in the form of a book entitled "Cours de Philosophie Positive" by
August Comte (1798-1857). Although there are many definitions of sociology, sociology is
generally known as the science of society. Sociology reviews the subject of society including
social phenomena, social structure, social change and the network of relationships or human
interactions as individual beings and social beings. Sociology should not be merely a pure
science that only develops science in the abstract for the sake of improving the quality of science
itself, but sociology can be said to be an applied science that presents various ways to use
scientific knowledge to solve practical problems or social problems that need to be addressed.!”
Currently, there are many official definitions of sociology from various experts, namely:?°
1. Pitirim Sorokin: Sociology is a science that studies the relationship and mutual influence
between various kinds of social phenomena (eg economic phenomena, family phenomena,
and moral phenomena), sociology is a science that studies the relationship and mutual

YIvan Tamaya, Efektifitas Metode Pendekatan Sosiologi Personal Dalam Meminimalisasi Terhadap
Kenakalan Remaja (Studi Di SMP Negeri 1 Boyolangu), Jurnal Rontal Keilmuan Pancasila dan
Kewarganegaraan 3.2 (2017).

20]da Zahara Adibah, Pendekatan Sosiologis Dalam Studi Islam", INSPIRASI: Jurnal Kajian dan Penelitian
Pendidikan Islam 1.1 (2017): 1-20.
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influence between social phenomena and non-social phenomena, and the last Sociology is the
study of the general characteristics of all kinds of other social phenomena.

2. Roucek and Warren: Sociology is the study of the relationship between humans in groups.

3. William F. Ogburn and Mayer F. Nimkopf: Sociology is a scientific study of social
interactions and their results, namely social organization.

4. J.A.A Von Dorn and C.J. Lammers: Sociology is the science of stable social structures and
processes.

5. Max Weber: Sociology is a science that seeks to understand social actions.

6. Allan Jhonson: Sociology is the study of life and behavior, especially in relation to a social
system and how the system affects people and how the people involved in it affect the system.
From the various definitions of sociology above, it can be concluded that Sociology is a
science that discusses what is currently happening, especially the patterns of relationships in
society and seeks to find general, rational, empirical and general understandings.

Social phenomena such as poverty are one of the main concerns of researchers or
academics from the discipline of economic sociology.?! The rationale is that the development of
a country is not only seen in terms of economic growth, but must also be seen in terms of
equitable development itself as a measure of the success of a country's development. Inequality
in a national development is not only limited to the problem of poverty. However, the poor
appear as a result of changes in the economic structure to a modern that is not balanced. If a
development ignores economic equality, the impacts arising from such development are
problems of poverty and social inequality. 22

In social life, poverty is something that is very feared because the impact of poverty can
undermine and destroy family life expectancy. In short, no one aspires to be poor. Islam as a
religion gives the view that poverty is a way to kufr and sociologically poverty can trigger social
deviations such as theft, robbery, murder, and other criminal acts.?

Related to the increasing poverty line in people's social life, there are many studies that
pay attention to the factors of poverty, ranging from early marriage to the relationship between
religious attitudes and poverty.2* This article attempts to provide an overview of the picture and
what things happen to poverty from a sociological perspective, especially from a sociological
perspective of religion.

As we know, in Islam the principle of justice embodied in fair economic equity is
emphasized by Ibn Hazm, as quoted from Amien Rais (1996) in his book on "Social Tawhid", in
the book he says that if in society there is a group of people who are rich and a group of the poor,
then it becomes an obligation for the rich to carry out socio-economic equity by giving the poor
the rights. This is a form of Islamic religious response to poverty. Islam teaches its people to care

2IKetut Gede Mudiarta, "Perspektif dan Peran Sosiologi Ekonomi dalam Pembangunan Ekonomi
Masyarakat." (2011).

2bid

ZMahmud Ishak, Kemiskinan dan pengaruhnya terhadap kejahatan dalam perspektif teologis dan
sosiologis, Tahkim 9.1 (2017).

2*Nurul Aeni, Respons Agama terhadap Kemiskinan: Perspektif Sosiologi, Jurnal Sosiologi Agama
Indonesia (JSAI) 2.1 (2021): 47-59, https://doi.org/10.22373/jsai.v2i1.1260
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for the poor, Islam also teaches to help each other to those who are more in need, mutual
cooperation with one another in dealing with life's problems. In the Qur'an there are various
suggestions to work as a step in overcoming poverty. Where God created the earth and the sky
and all of its contents with various kinds of facilities given to humans to be managed properly so
that humans do not live in suffering. As He said, "And there is not a creeping animal on the earth
except that Allah is the one who provides for it, and He knows the place of the animal's dwelling

and the place of its storage. Everything is written in a real book.” (QS. Hud: 6).%

Then the response of Islam to poverty is seen in how Islamic organizations such as
Muhammadiyah, NU, and NW establish various institutions related to poverty in an effort to
overcome various poverty problems, such as the establishment of amil zakat, infaq, and alms
institutions. This is a proof of how Islam does not want to see its people live in a poor and
miserable condition and tries to reduce the poverty rate even though to this day it has not been
completely eliminated.?

The impact of poverty on human life is like many cases such as: it can create criminal
acts, hunger, theft, robbery, murder, and others. Therefore, Islam needs to respond carefully to
the forms of poverty that occur in Indonesia, because Islam is a guide in the lives of Muslims in
all aspects of their lives.

The problem of poverty is multidimensional so that the poverty rate can only be reduced
optimally if all parties, including the poor themselves, are involved in the development process
and utilize the results of development. The description of poverty from a social science
perspective is:?’

1. Dimensions of poverty based on the perspective of economics: From an economic point of
view, poverty is a form of inability of the income of a person or group of people to meet basic
needs or basic needs. The economic dimension of poverty is defined as a lack of resources
that can be used or utilized to improve a person's level of welfare both financially and other
types of wealth that can be used to improve people's welfare. Poverty has two aspects, namely
the income aspect and the consumption or expenditure aspect.?®

2. The dimension of poverty based on the perspective of political science: Poverty and economic
inequality will threaten democratic values adopted by all countries in the world. Poverty is a
big problem in developing countries, this is because if poverty is allowed to get worse it will
have serious political and social consequences so that the government can fall because of the
tantrums of the poor who can no longer endure poverty.?’

3. Dimensions of poverty based on the perspective of historical science: Poverty has existed
since thousands of years ago, several historical records were recorded not only about wars of
kings, queens and soldiers but also about poverty. Indirectly this is known by the suggestion

23Siti Mujiatun, Analisis pelaksanaan zakat profesi: upaya pengentasan kemiskinan di kota medan. Diss.
Universitas Islam Negeri Sumatera Utara, 2017.

2Hafidhuddin, Didin. Agar harta berkah dan bertambah. (Jakarta: Gema Insani, 2007), h. 5.

27 Ayu Diah Amalia, Modal Sosial dan Kemiskinan, Sosio Informa: Kajian Permasalahan Sosial dan Usaha
Kesejahteraan Sosial 1.3 (2015): 310-323, https://doi.org/10.33007/inf.v1i3.166

28 Agung Eko Purwana. Kesejahteraan dalam Perspektif Ekonomi Islam." Justicia Islamica 11.1 (2014): 21-

42.
Naerul Edwin Kiky Aprianto. Kemiskinan Dalam Perspektif Ekonomi Politik Islam." Islamiconomic:
Jurnal Ekonomi Islam 8.2 (2018). 169-188, doi:https://doi.org/10.32678/ijei.v8i2.60
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to do good to people who are less fortunate or poor. Thus poverty is not a new thing for homo
sapiens or humans, because poverty has been described and existed for thousands of years. 3°

4. Dimensions of poverty based on the perspective of sociology: It is a condition that occurs in a
person who is unable to maintain himself in accordance with the standard of living in social
groups, besides that poverty is considered unable to utilize his mental or physical energy in
association in the midst of wider community groups. This condition becomes one of the social
problems in human life, namely problems and problems will be vulnerable to occur. For
people who have a high economy will get a good status or position, while for people who
have a bad or poor economy will get a low social status.>!

5. Poverty from the perspective of geography: When examining the problem of poverty from a
geographical point of view, there are several things that need to be known. For example,
where is the location of poverty, whether in urban or rural areas, whether in industrial, mining
or agricultural areas and whether it occurs in developing or developed countries. and also how
the pattern of distribution is whether it is spread throughout the region or only in certain areas.
As well as the relation or linkage between the problem of poverty and the natural and social
aspects of the region. Such as the availability of natural resources, the quality of the
population, for example the level of education or mastery of science and technology, the level
of health as well as infrastructure and transportation facilities that connect with other
surrounding areas.’?

From the description above, it is necessary to understand that poverty is a multiphase,
multidimensional and integrated phenomenon. Living poor is not only defined as living in
conditions of lack of clothing, food and shelter, but living in poverty can also be interpreted as
low opportunities for various kinds of resources and productive assets that are needed to be able
to obtain the means to fulfill the most basic needs of life such as information, transportation,
education, health, technology, and economy.

Causes of Poverty

Poverty that occurs in various developing countries is caused by various human needs,
the existence of unequal patterns of resource ownership, causing an unequal income distribution,
this can be seen from the majority of the poor people only have a limited number of natural
resources. In addition, the level of education can also affect the quality of human resources. A
low level of education can certainly result in an inability to develop self-potential and narrow
opportunities for self-employment so that it affects the high level of unemployment. Therefore,
the high unemployment rate in a country will be the impact of the soaring poverty rate.’?

3Arief Setijawan, Pembangunan Pariwisata Berkelanjutan Dalam Perspektif Sosial Ekonomi." Jurnal
Planoearth 3.1 (2018): 7-11.

3Ellya Rosana, Kemiskinan Dalam Perspektif Struktural Fungsional, Al-Adyan: Jurnal Studi Lintas
Agama 14.1 (2019): 19-34.

321bid

33Reza Attabiurrobbi Annur, Faktor-faktor yang mempengaruhi kemiskinan di kecamatan jekulo dan
mejobo kabupaten kudus tahun 2013, Economics Development Analysis Journal 2.4 (2013): 409-426,
DOI: https://doi.org/10.15294/edaj.v2i4.3209
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Poverty is caused by the occurrence of inequality and inequality by the capitalists who
have succeeded in prioritizing economic values compared to other values. Like their political
values, they are free to employ workers arbitrarily. From the various gaps that exist in social life,
the poor are getting poorer and those at the top levels are becoming more prosperous.>*

Development policy makers always try to ensure that the allocation of resources can be
enjoyed by some members of the community. However, due to the various characteristics and
conditions of society and coupled with the level of economic progress of the country which is
still interrelated, it is sometimes still weak, therefore national policies are more directed to
solving short-term problems. So that the policies of the government have not succeeded in
solving the problems of economic groups from the lower levels. In addition, domestic policies
are often inseparable from foreign conditions which can indirectly influence government
policies, such as in terms of development funding.

Strategy in Poverty Reduction
The people-centred development approach is very significant as a decentralization policy
paradigm in handling social problems, including the problem of poverty. This approach
recognizes the importance of community capacity to increase independence and internal strength
through the ability to exercise internal control over material and non-material resources.*>
Korten explained that there are three basics for making structural and normative changes
in people-centred development, namely:3°
1. To focus government policy thinking and action on creating conditions that encourage and
support people's efforts to meet their own needs, and to solve their own problems at the
individual, family, and community levels.

2. Develop structures and processes of organizations that function according to organizational
system rules.

3. Develop production-consumption systems that are organized territorially based on local
ownership and control principles.

However, the development model that has a focus on the people prioritizes
empowerment. This model views the people's initiative and creativity as the most important
development resources and views the people's spiritual material welfare as a form of goals that
must be achieved by various development processes. Strategic analysis of community
empowerment, whether economic, social, cultural or political, becomes important as input for
people-centred development reformulation. This reformulation provides a huge opportunity for
the community to develop in a participatory manner. In participatory development,
empowerment is one strategy that is considered appropriate if the determinant factors are
conditioned in such a way that the essence of empowerment is not distorted.

3*Hilmi Rahman, Potret Pertumbuhan Ekonomi, Kesenjangan dan Kemiskinan di Indonesia Dalam
Tinjauan  Ekonomi  Politik  Pembangunan, Jurnal — Ilmu  dan  Budaya 40.55 (2018):  6305-6328,
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.47313/4ib.v40i55.409

3Rauf Hatu. Pemberdayaan dan pendampingan sosial dalam masyarakat (suatu kajian teortis), Jurnal
inovasi 7.04 (2010): 240-254

3%Eko Prasojo, People and society empowerment: Perspektif membangun partisipasi public, Jurnal llmiah
Administrasi Publik 4.2 (2004): 10-24.
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This condition reflects the need for an urgent shift in the government's role from the role
as a social service provider to a facilitator, mediator, coordinator, educator, mobilizer, support
system, and other roles that are more directed towards indirect services. The role of local
organizations, social organizations, NGOs and other community groups is more encouraged as
implementing agents of change and implementing social services to vulnerable groups or society
in general. In such a position, social problems are handled by the community with government
facilitation.

Regarding empowerment strategies, Mark G. Hanna and Buddy Robinson stated that
there are three main empowerment strategies in the practice of social change, namely traditional,
direct action and transformation.?’

1. Traditional strategy, suggests knowing and choosing best interests freely in wvarious
circumstances,

2. Direct-action strategy, requires the dominance of interests that are respected by all parties
involved, in terms of changes that may occur, and

3. Transformative strategy, showing that mass education in the long term is needed before
identifying self-interest.
Each strategy consists of theories, concepts, and skills that are closely attached to each
strategy which are then explained in detail into eight specific theories, ten concepts, and twelve
skills. All the signs in the matrix provide sufficient information to ensure a harmonious
relationship with one another. The use of the matrix will provide clarification of the important
parts of the practice of social change for the people involved. In the early stages, practitioners
will do well through familiarizing themselves with the three basic components of theory,
concepts, and skills as well as trying to understand the three categories. Based on this, a
comparison of the three different methods of social change can be made.
The community development process should be assumed on the following principles:3®
1. The direction of community growth always rests on increasing participation in social
structures.

2. The occurrence of various conditions of dissatisfaction felt by citizens today must be used as a
starting point for community development programs.

3. Dissatisfaction felt and experienced by community members must be channeled into planning
and joint problem solving actions.

4. The implementation of community development programs must include leaders identified and
accepted by the various major social groups in society.

5. Organizations implementing community development programs must develop effective-
efficient communication channels within the various main social groups of the community, as
well as strengthen the ability of these groups to cooperate with each other in carrying out

37Fatkurohman, Yoyok Hendarso, dan Dyah Hapsari. Strategi Pemberdayaan oleh buruh CV. Eropa mebel
palembang. Diss. Sriwijaya university (2007).

38Yuliafitri, Indri, dan Arie Indra Rivaldi. Pengaruh Penerapan Prinsip-Prinsip Good Governance dan
promosi terhadap penerimaan wakaf tunai (pada lembaga pengelola wakaf di Indonesia), InFestasi 13.1 (2017): 217-
226, DOI: https://doi.org/10.21107/infestasi.v13i11.3044
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flexible-flexible work procedures, without damaging the pattern of decision making on a
regular basis.

6. Determination of community development programs must rely on joint decisions of the
community members themselves, taking into account the speed of the community's steps and
fully involving community members in the development planning process.

Why is community development considered very important, the considerations are as

follows:*

1. A healthy society is a product of an active society.

2. The planning process that comes from and is desired by the community is better than the
planning that comes from the authorities.

3. The process of participation in community development is the prevention of various ignorant
attitudes of individuals in society.

4. A strong empowerment process in community efforts is the basis of strength for the
community.

Relevance to poverty reduction efforts, it is recognized that nationally it has been
implemented through social safety net programs and compensation programs combined with the
Poverty Alleviation Program. In principle, the JPS program aims to help the poor from becoming
poorer and worse off, and to live a decent life. As a social innovation, the JPS was implemented
in the early 1880s when the governments of Otto von Bismark in Germany and David Loyd
George in England instituted a system of social protection and security. Henceforth, this program
was followed by the United States which was launched in 1935, Eastern Europe which was
launched in the 1980s. The JPS entry into Indonesia is included in the structural adjustment
strategy program package or the Structure Adjustment Program offered by international
institutions such as the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank along with the loans to
be disbursed.

Meanwhile, the Compensation Program is short-term and aims to help people who are
directly affected by the policy of economic structural adjustment. This concurrent policy also
creates excesses for workers affected by layoffs. The poverty alleviation program is a long-term
development intervention program that is carried out continuously by the government and the
community.

Another effort to tackle the problem of poverty is the active participation of the entire
community through a massive movement. This movement is carried out to eliminate the
impression that poverty reduction efforts are “only” the responsibility of the government. The
active participation of the community also shows that they have deep empathy which is built on
the principles of compassion, care and compassion. The government's concern for poverty
reduction can be seen through the Integrated Poverty Reduction Movement (Gerdu Taskin)
program launched by the government since 1998. Gerdu Taskin is an integrated and
comprehensive poverty alleviation effort carried out by the government, the private sector, non-
governmental organizations, and community organizations, the wider community, as well as the

3%Abu Huraerah, Strategi Kebijakan Penanggulangan Kemiskinan di Indonesia, Jurnal Ilmu Kesejahteraan
Sosial 12.1 (2013): 3-13.
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poor families themselves. As a concrete effort in that direction, since 1998/1999, the District
Development Program policy has been implemented, and the Urban Poverty Reduction Program
hereinafter referred to as the National Community Empowerment Program which substantively
stimulates the active participation of the community in participating in the poverty alleviation
movement.

In connection with the government's role in every development program that is in contact
with the public interest. The community empowerment program is designed by the government
to solve three main development problems, namely unemployment, inequality, and poverty
alleviation.*® Poverty alleviation efforts that are recommended according to the community
empowerment policy are none other than the policy of providing space, public facilities and
opportunities that are conducive to the proliferation of abilities and possibilities of poor
community groups to overcome their own problems and not to pressure and push them to the
margins. or into dependent positions.

There are three basic program strategies aimed at helping the poor, namely:*!

1. Assistance is channeled to places where the majority of the poor live, through integrated
village development programs or village population-oriented service production projects.

2. Assistance is focused on overcoming the handicapped standard of living of the poor through
basic human needs programs.

3. Assistance is focused on groups with similar socio-economic characteristics that encourage or
maintain them to continue to wallow in the cycle of poverty through projects designed for
specific communities.

CONCLUSION

The sociological tendency to broaden the focus of analysis to areas that are customary in
economic studies has given rise to the division of disciplines in Economic Sociology.
Sociological perspective that is used or applied in economic phenomena, especially those related
to aspects of production, distribution, exchange, and consumption of goods and services, which
are united as society achieves prosperity. The contribution of the division of the discipline of
Economic Sociology shows explosive developments in line with various socio-economic
problems in society, both in developed countries and in developing countries that are trying to
improve people's welfare. The sociological reality of poverty has different criteria, namely
absolute and relative and not only personal events but also social events. Regarding religion,
Islam responds to the phenomenon of poverty by encouraging and encouraging people to work
hard and share with each other. In Islam poverty is explained in the Al-Quran and Hadith where
poor people are people who are unable to meet their daily needs. In this case, Islam commands
its rich people to give some of their wealth to the poor as a form of mutual help, and care for
fellow human beings. In addition, Islam is a strength for its people to try and work hard for life
in this world and the hereafter.

“Ardito Bhinadi. Penanggulangan kemiskinan dan pemberdayaan masyarakat. Yogyakarta: Deepublish,
2017.

#1Sahrul dan Mustari, Implementasi Undang-Undang Nomor 6 Tahun 2014 Tentang Desa (Studi Pada Desa
Massamaturu Kecamatan Polongbangkeng Utara Kabupaten Takalar), Phinisi Integration Review 2.2 (2019): 324-
337. DOI: https://doi.org/10.26858/pir.v2i2.10087
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The success of countries that adhere to the welfare state model is very real when viewed
from the indicators of economic development. This can be seen from the "even distribution" of
development as the main obsession of countries that adhere to the welfare state model or adhere
to social democratic schools in overcoming social inequality. The problem of social inequality
has in fact become the focus of attention in the operationalization of development policies in all
sectors, with efforts to increase the synergy of roles and relations between the state
(government), cooperatives (private sector), and the community. This is often an interesting topic
in analyzing the socio-economic development theories of our society today.

Poverty is always present in every society, be it a modern society or a city, even more so
in a simple society or a village. Poverty alleviation efforts have also been carried out in various
ways, both using an approach, although the results have not been significant, but still efforts
must be made so that poverty can be immediately reduced. There needs to be cooperation
between the government and the community so that poverty can be minimized. Various kinds of
poverty alleviation programs have been implemented to overcome the phenomenon of poverty.
Inadequate countermeasures have resulted in the phenomenon of poverty will always exist. With
this failure, it is necessary to have an appropriate strategy to overcome and reduce the number of
poverty in Indonesia so that the ideals of poverty alleviation and equitable development in the
1945 Constitution can be realized.
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