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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT
Keyword: Islamic education is part of national education, so whenever the national
Curriculum, LP Ma'arif, curriculum is changed, Islamic education automatically follows the new

curriculum. Many Muslims support curriculum reform for Islamic education

as a whole because of the importance of curriculum development and

education reform. The goal of national education is the result of a curriculum

revolution that is relevant in the face of the times and science. This research
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INTRODUCTION

Education is the main milestone in shaping civilization and individual character. In facing
the dynamic demands of the times, it is important for educational institutions to continue to develop
curricula that are relevant, holistic, and in accordance with the values upheld.! Education has a
central role in shaping individuals who are competitive, have integrity, and are committed to values
that elevate humanity. 2 Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) as one of the leading Islamic organizations in
Indonesia, carries a great responsibility in spreading Islamic values through a solid education
system. 3 Through the Maarif NU Curriculum, this organization is committed to making a real

1 A. D Wahyuni, B Sudiyana, and A Waldi, Pendidikan Karakter: Strategi Menghadapi Globalisasi (Sukoharjo: Tahta Media, 2023).

2H. M Duryat, Paradigma Pendidikan Islam: Upaya Penguatan Pendidikan Agama Islam Di Institusi Yang Bermutu Dan Berdaya Saing
(Indramayu: Alfabeta, 2015).

3]. Arroisi, M. P Perdana, and A. R. H Al Farugqji, “Pembaharuan Pemikiran Islam Model Muhammadiyah Dan Nahdlatul Ulama,”
Jurnal Islam Nusantara 4, no. 2 (2020).
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contribution in producing a generation that is intelligent, moral, and able to contribute to society. *
In an effort to provide a well-rounded education, the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) educational
organization through the Ma'arif NU curriculum has presented a solid foundation for learning
encapsulated in Islamic values, general knowledge, and character development. 5

Muhammadiyah, as an Islamic education organization that has a long history and a major
contribution to the development of education in Indonesia, considers the curriculum as a major
milestone in shaping the identity and character of its students.¢ Through the ISMUBA curriculum, it
becomes the central field for the transformation of Islamic education, accommodating the
development of the times and society, while maintaining the authenticity and robustness of Islamic
teachings.” Muhammadiyah educational institutions emphasize education as a vehicle to form
individuals who are competitive, noble, and able to make a real contribution to social life. 8
Therefore, the ISMUBA curriculum does not only focus on the cognitive aspect, but also emphasizes
the affective and psychomotor dimensions. In the view of Muhammadiyah educational institutions,
Islamic education is not only about understanding religious teachings, but also about how to apply
them practically in everyday life.®

At the development stage, these two organizations always involve education experts,
scholars, and community leaders to ensure that the curriculum is in line with the needs of the times
and integrates Islamic values with the diversity of social contexts.® Curriculum development is a
crucial step in building a solid and relevant educational foundation. ' Every curriculum has
elements that help run the curriculum at the education unit level and serve as a way to deliver
material in the learning process in all aspects of education.’ Taking into account the existing
interests, talents and abilities of students, this type of curriculum organization will give an idea of
the best way to implement the curriculum pattern in educational institutions. ' Choosing the right
organization will make the learning process easier and achieve the desired results.!*

Because the world of education is always dynamic, continuously undergoing changes
towards perfection, both in adapting to the surrounding space and time and in preparing for the
future.’> Education that adapts to the needs of society and the world is a progressive understanding.
They understand that learners have a desire to learn and understand the world and their
environment.’® On the one hand, they are futuristic and use education as a tool to examine the past.
In other words, ensuring that the education process continues to run smoothly and is conducted in
an ethical manner to foster a sense of security for future generations. 17

Based on previous research conducted by Tugastono Taufiq et al entitled Modernization of
PAI Curriculum Development in Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama, it shows that the

*1. P Pratama and A Firdaus, “Penerapan Kurikulum Terpadu Sebagai Model Pembinaan Karakter Siswa (Studi Di Smp It Raudhatul
Ulum Sakatiga Inderalaya),” Tadrib: Jurnal Pendidikan Agama Islam 5, no. 2 (2019).
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Dan Mi Ma’arif Nu 01 Pancurendang Kecamatan Ajibarang Kabupaten Banyumas” (Universitas Islam Negeri Prof. Kh Saifuddin Zuhri
Purwokerto, 2022).
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curriculum in ma'arif schools, namely the curriculum as the implementation of strategies using the
Mutual Adaptive model while still paying attention to the conditions, situations, and needs of
individuals who are using the subject. ¥Teachers in presenting changes or clarifications according to
the conditions and circumstances of the school and the needs of students who are learning. 1
Meanwhile, Muhammadiyah uses a contemporary curriculum in the field of curriculum
modernization, including teaching religious and secular subjects such as tarikh islamiyah, physics,
biology. 2Therefore, research on curriculum comparative studies is very important.?! This is to see
the guidance and development of the curriculum in responding to the times that are closely related
to the objectives of the Education program.?? Because the form of the curriculum determines the
subject matter, the order of the subject matter, and how to present the subject matter to students. 2
The curriculum is designed to help teachers and students learn so that learning objectives can be
achieved®

In order to find out this, more specifically the author conducts a comparative analysis of the
curriculum in LP Ma'arif and the ISMUBA curriculum in responding to the dynamics of society
which will make an important contribution in optimizing the development of Islamic education in
the two organizations. 2> In addition, the results of this study are expected to provide insight for
education managers in Nahdlatul Ulama and Muhammadiyah in order to improve the quality of
Islamic education and can direct curriculum development towards a more adaptive, responsive to
the needs of the times, and can provide valuable input in curriculum development in LP Ma'arif and
ISMUBA curriculum.?

RESEARCH METHOD

The method used in this research is qualitative using a library research approach, which is
an investigation that uses data from books, journal articles, magazines as a source of information.?
Data sources consist of two types, namely primary sources and secondary sources. Primary sources
in this research refer to the curriculum issued by Muhammadiyah and integrated Islamic schools.
Meanwhile, secondary sources come from books, journal articles, or national and international
scientific publications relevant to the research topic.? Meanwhile, to analyze the data, the author
uses Milles and Huberman's guidelines, including data collection, data reduction, and conclusion
drawing.? Then the data is arranged based on problem categories, and then analyzed to be
interpreted as research findings. Conclusions can be drawn when a number of data collected have
met the criteria for data validity. * The validity of this data was checked using the content check

'® Novia Ballanie, Mutia Dewi, and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Internalisasi Pendidikan Karakter Pada Anak Dalam Bingkai Moderasi
Beragama,” Prosiding Seminar Nasional 1, no. 1 (2023).
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2 T Taufiq et al., “Modernisasi Pengembangan Kurikulum PAI Di Muhammadiyah Dan Nahdlatul Ulama,” Jurnal Ilmiah Profesi Guru
4, no. 2 (2023).
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Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah 2, no. 1 (2020): 103-16.

» Syarnubi Syarnubi and Ahmad Syarifuddin Sukirman Sukirman, “Curriculum Design for the Islamic Religious Education Study
Program in the Era of the Industrial Revolution 4.0,” AL-ISHLAH: Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 15, no. 4 (2023).
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% Kasinyo Harto and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Model Pengembangan Pembelajaran PAI Berbasis Living Values Education (LVE),”
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point technique, which is a technique used to verify the truth of each point of information used as
the basis for drawing conclusions. If several data sources show similar information, conclusions can
be drawn.3! However, if there are differences, the information will continue to be clarified, and if
there are significant differences, it will be presented as new findings in the research.?

RESEARCH RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. LP Ma'arif Curriculum

The Ma'arif Nahdlatul Ulama Education Institute (LP Ma'arif NU) is one of the departmental
apparatus within the Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) organization. The purpose of establishing this
institution is to realize the ideals of NU education. For NU, education is the main pillar that must be
upheld in order to realize an independent society.3 The Ma'arif NU curriculum is a strategic
program related to strengthening a curriculum with character. ** This curriculum focuses on the
transformation process of Ahlussunnah wal Jama'ah Islamic values combined with national
curriculum standards. In its implementation, LP Ma'arif NU has long adopted the concept of
"independent curriculum" in Islamic boarding schools.® This concept allows students to learn
independently and develop character traits that benefit themselves, their families and society. 3 The
Maarif NU curriculum often emphasizes aspects of character development, leadership, and
community service that are in line with the principles of Islamic teachings.?” One of the goals is to
form individuals who have a strong understanding of religion and are able to contribute positively
to society and their environment.’® However, the details of this curriculum may vary depending on
the level of education and the policies of each educational institution using the curriculum.®

B. Characteristics of the Ma'arif NU Curriculum

Ma'arif schools/madrasas are cultural development centers that are able to provide physical,
social and exemplary values and attitudes in practicing Islamic teachings with the Ahlussunnah wal
Jama’ah direction, both in the madrasah/school environment and in the context of life in society, nation
and state.® With such an identity, the school/madrasah under LP. Ma'arif NU has the following
characteristics:
1. Making Ahlussunah wal Jama’ah an understanding of distinctiveness and excellence;
2. Maintaining and maintaining a religious atmosphere in schools/madrasas in terms of worship
practice, socialization, and akhlakul karimah in daily behavior in accordance with Aswaja teachings;
3. Emphasizing the spirit of mastery of science and technology that is beneficial for the development
of the nation and state to achieve prosperity in the world and the hereafter;
4. Making Mabadi Khaira Ummah as a management foundation that reflects the values of truth /
honesty, trust, justice, mutual cooperation, consistency with the truth, hard work, and upholding the
value of work and achievement as part of worship to Allah SWT .4

The value contained in the identity and characteristics above is the basis for the formulation
of Ma'arif NU Education Standards which includes 12 elements in Ma'arif schools/madrasas. The

3 Misyuraidah, Misyuraidah, and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Gelar Adat Dalam Upacara Perkawinan Adat Masyarakat Komering Di
Sukarami Ogan Komering Ilir Sumatera Selatan,” Intizar 23, no. 2 (2017).

2 Sugiyono, Metode Penelitian Kuantitatif (Bandung: Alfabeta, 2009).

% A Rahim, “Nahdlatul Ulama (Peranan Dan Sistem Pendidikannya),” Jurnal Al Hikmah 14, no. 2 (2013).

3 Sukirman Sukirman, Baiti Masnun, and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Pendidikan Agama Islam Dan Isu Kekerasan Dalam Hak Asasi
Manusia,” Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah 5, no. 2 (2023): 433-48.

% M Farouk, “Internalisasi Nilai-Nilai Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jamaah Dalam Mencegah Sikap Ekstrimisme Pada Anak Di Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Maarif Ainul Yaqin Jatiroto Lumajang,” Indonesian Journal of Islamic Teaching 4, no. 1 (2021).

% Nurrahman Nurahman, Fitri Oviyanti, and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Hubungan Antara Kegiatan Ekstrakulikuler Dengan Keaktifan
Siswa Dalam Berdiskusi Di Sekolah Menengah Pertama Muhammadiyah 4 Palembang,” Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah 3, no. 2 (2021): 166-75.

¥ Ema Indira Sari, Ismail Sukardi, and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Hubungan Antara Pemanfaatan Internet Sebagai Media Pembelajaran
Dengan Motivasi Belajar Siswa Pada Mata Pelajaran Akidah Akhlak Di Madrasah Tsanawiyah Negeri 1 Palembang,” Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah 2,
no. 2 (2020): 202-16.

% L Marinda, “Internalisasi Nilai-Nilai Ahlus Sunaah Wal Jamaah Dalam Mencegah Sikap Ekstrimisme Pada Anak Di Madrasah
Ibtidaiyah Maarif Kh. Shiddiq 01 Jember Dan Sekolah Dasar Darus Sholah Jember,” Indonesian Journal of Islamic Teaching 3, no. 1 (2020).

% Sukirman, Masnun Baiti, and Syarnubi, “Konsep Pendidikan Menurut Al-Ghazali,” Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah vol 5, no. 3 (2023): 451—
69.

% Muhammedi, “Modernisasi Pendidikan Islam Indonesia Pengalaman Nahdlatul Ulama,” Jurnal Tarbiyah 23, no. 2 (2016).

# G.M Soleh, “Moderasi Beragama Ahlus Sunnah Waljama’ah Solusi Terbaik Menghadapi Perbedaan Pandangan Keagamaan” (IAIN
Pontianak, 2023).
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curriculum in Ma'arif schools refers to Islamic principles and values, and reflects the vision and
mission of the Nahdlatul Ulama organization that manages it. Here are some general characteristics
of the Ma'arif curriculum, namely:

1. Based on Islamic teachings: The Ma'arif curriculum is based on the values of Islamic teachings.
Islamic subjects (Pendidikan Agama Islam/PAI) are an integral part of the curriculum, and Islamic
teachings are reflected in various aspects of learning.

2. Holistic: The Ma'arif curriculum is designed to be holistic, covering the development of students'
spiritual, academic, social, and emotional aspects.

3. Integration of Islamic Values: Islamic values are integrated into all subjects, so that students can see
the connection between Islamic teachings and academic learning.

4. Character Development: Focus on character building by emphasizing Islamic moral and ethical
values, such as honesty, responsibility, patience, and compassion.

5. Student Empowerment: The Ma'arif curriculum encourages student empowerment, both in
academic and non-academic aspects. Students are encouraged to actively participate in
extracurricular activities and community social activities.

6. Parent and Community Involvement: Involving parents and the community in the education
process. A good relationship between the school, parents and the community is considered important
to support student development.

7. Diversity of Extracurricular Activities: Providing a variety of extracurricular activities that not only
develop academic skills but also social, artistic and sporting skills.

8. Use of Technology: Integration of information and communication technology in learning to
enhance the effectiveness and relevance of the curriculum.

9. Emphasis on Active Learning: Emphasizes active learning methods that involve students directly
in the learning process, such as discussions, projects, and experiments.

10. Critical and Creative Thinking Skills: Encourages the development of critical and creative thinking
skills, so that students can develop analytical and problem-solving abilities.

11. Formative Assessment: Use formative assessment to help understand student progress on an
ongoing basis and provide constructive feedback.

12. Current Curriculum: Adapts the curriculum to the latest developments in education and the
demanding needs of society.*

These characteristics reflect Ma'arif's commitment in providing education that is not only of
academic quality, but also pays attention to aspects of morals, ethics, and spirituality in accordance
with Islamic principles.® It shows that the curriculum is strongly oriented towards Islamic values,
character building, student participation, and holistic skill development. # The integration of Islamic
values into all aspects of learning, as well as the emphasis on extracurricular activities, technology,
and active learning, demonstrate a comprehensive approach to providing education centered on
Islamic teachings and holistic student development.*

C.Curriculum Structure of LP Ma'arif NU
In general, the structure of the Islamic Religious Education (PAI) curriculum in Maarif NU schools
follows the principles of Islamic teachings while covering various aspects of holistic education.
Among these are 1) aligned with the abilities of students; 2) utilizing Islamic and social resources in
the surrounding environment; 3) in line with the development of science and technology; 4)
encouraging the development of the spirit and ability to learn continuously; 5) adjusting the
conditions and needs of life; and 6) balanced between local content and social interests. However, the

2 P Ma'arif NU, “Standar Pendidikan Ma’arif Nahdlatul Ulama,” 2014.

# Lailaturrohmaniah, “Implementasi Budaya Sekolah Untuk Penguatan Rumpun Pembelajaran Pendidikan Agama Islam Di MA NU
Ibtidaul Falah Samirejo Dawe Kudus” (IAIN Kudus, 2023).

# Sutarmizi Sutarmizi and Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Strategi Pengembangan Kompetensi Pedagogik Guru Rumpun PAI Di MTs
Mu’alimunislamiyah Kabupaten Musi Banyuasin,” Tadrib 8, no. 1 (2022): 56-74.

# Syarnubi Syarnubi, Alimron Alimron, and Fauzi Muhammad, Model Pendidikan Karakter Di Perguruan Tinggi (Palembang: CV. Insan
Cendekia, 2022).

% Subaidi, “Pendampingan Peninjauan Kurikulum Madrasah Diniyah LP. Ma’arif NU Kabupaten Jepara,” Jurnal Pengabdian Kepada
Masyarakat 10, no. 2 (2020).
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details of the PAI curriculum structure may vary between educational levels such as elementary,
junior high, high school and university which are inseparable from the national education system as
well as the material of Ahlussunnah wal Jama’ah (Aswaja), ke-NU-an and local wisdom.#

D. Ismuba Curriculum

Indonesia, as an archipelago, has a diversity found in each region. This diversity creates
different development needs and challenges among regions, with the aim of improving the quality
and intellectual life of the people.* In relation to education development, each region needs education
in accordance with its characteristics.® Likewise, the curriculum as the heart of education needs to be
developed and implemented contextually to respond to the needs of regions, education units and
learners.*

As a sub in the national education system, Muhammadiyah Education, founded by K.H
Ahmad Dahlan in 1911 in the form of a modern educational institution, is a "synthesis" of the
existence of a dichotomous education system. At that time, there was Islamic education with a
traditional boarding school system that only taught religious knowledge, and on the other hand, a
modern secular colonial-style education system was organized.> Seeing the dichotomous education
system, K.H. Ahmad Dahlan creatively made ijtihad to build an integrative-holistic modern Islamic
education system, in the form of public schools that integrate Islamic religious sciences, and
madrasas that integrate general sciences.> In this context, the concept of ISMUBA, which stands for
al-Islam, Kemuhammadiyahan, and Language, was born. ISMUBA embodies Muhammadiyah's
commitment to creating a holistic and comprehensive learning environment.

ISMUBA, in essence, is not just an acronym. More than that, ISMUBA reflects
Muhammadiyah's educational philosophy that integrates Islamic values, Muhammadiyah spirit,
and language skills as an inseparable unit. Al-Islam includes a deep dimension of Islamic religious
teachings, Kemuhammadiyahan shows the spirit of Muhammadiyah that is reflected in attitudes,
behavior, and actions, while Language becomes a means of communication to convey understanding
and ideas effectively.®® The importance of ISMUBA lies in its holistic concept. In this approach,
ISMUBA creates a learning atmosphere that brings together spirituality, morality, and intellect. This
is in line with Muhammadiyah's vision of education which does not only focus on academic
achievement, but also on building the character of students who are noble, modern and
progressive.>
This education system is characterized by teaching Islamic religious knowledge and Arabic. In its
development, Muhammadiyah subjects are also taught. These three subjects, Al-Islam,
Kemuhammadiyahan, and Arabic, which are commonly referred to as Ismuba for Muhammadiyah
schools and madrasas, are the special characteristics and advantages of Muhammadiyah educational
institutions.® Since its inception, Muhammadiyah schools and Madrasahs have been designed as an
integrative-holistic modern Islamic education system, producing graduates who master general
knowledge according to their level, as well as Islam, Kemuhammadiyahan, and Arabic.5 Therefore,

# 1 Rosyidi, “Model Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam Berbasis Moderasi Beragama Studi Kasus SMA Di Bawah Lembaga
Pendidikan Ma’arif NU Kabupaten Kudus” (IAIN Kudus, 2021).

# Setyaningsih, “Esensi Tranformasi Sistem Sentralisasi-Desentralisasi Pendidikan Dalam Pembangunan Masyarakat,” El-Idare 3, no.
1(2017).

# Syarnubi Syarnubi, “Hakikat Evaluasi Dalam Pendidikan Islam,” Jurnal PAI Raden Fatah 5, no. 2 (2023): 468-86.

% A. Mardhatillah et al.,, “Pengembangan Kurikulum Pendidikan Agama Islam Dalam Meningkatkan Mutu Pembelajaran Disma
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the community values and places great hopes on Muhammadiyah education, especially because of
these special characteristics and advantages.
E. Characteristics of the ISMUBA Curriculum

The Al-Islam, Kemuhammadiyahan and Arabic Language (ISMUBA) curriculum was
developed by the Muhammadiyah Central Leadership Primary and Secondary Education Assembly
with reference to the Content Standards and Graduate Competency Standards as well as curriculum
preparation guidelines made by BSNP and the Muhammadiyah Central Leadership Primary and
Secondary Education Assembly Guidelines. This curriculum development takes into account the
principles of curriculum development according to the following subjects.”

1. Centered on the potential, development, needs, and interests of learners and their environment.

The curriculum is developed based on the principle that learners have a central position to
develop their competencies in order to become human beings who are faithful and devoted to Allah
SWT, have noble character, are healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent and become
democratic and responsible citizens, as Muhammadiyah cadres and nation cadres. To support the
achievement of these goals, the development of learner competencies is adjusted to the potential,
development, needs, and interests of learners and environmental demands. Having a central
position means that learning activities must be learner-centered.

2. Diverse and integrated.

The curriculum is developed by taking into account the needs of Muhammadiyah nationally
according to educational objectives, the diversity of learner characteristics, regional and local
conditions, levels and types of education.

3. Responsive to the development of science, technology and art.

The ISMUBA curriculum is developed on the basis of the realization that science, technology
and art develop dynamically. Therefore, the spirit and content of the curriculum provide learning
experiences for students to follow and utilize the development of science, technology and art.

4. Relevant to the needs of life.

Curriculum development pays attention to stakeholders to ensure the relevance of education
to the needs of life, including community life. Therefore, curriculum development pays attention to
the balance between hard skills and soft skills.

5. Comprehensive and sustainable.

The substance of the curriculum covers all dimensions of competence (attitudes, spiritual,
social, knowledge and skills), scientific fields of study and subjects that are planned and presented
continuously between levels of education.

6. Lifelong learning.

The curriculum is directed at the process of developing, civilizing, and empowering the
ability of students to learn throughout life. The curriculum reflects the relationship between elements
of formal, non-formal and informal education with due regard to the conditions and demands of an
ever-evolving environment and the direction of whole human development.

7. Balanced between national and regional interests.
The curriculum is developed by taking into account national and regional / regional interests to build
the life of society, nation and state in accordance with the teachings of progressive Islam.

The Muhammadiyah curriculum reflects a dedication to the unification of Islamic values
with general knowledge, creating a balanced and holistic educational foundation. From its origins
focusing on morality and religion, to its evolution integrating general knowledge, the curriculum
continues to adapt to the changing times.® By instilling religious values, developing character, and
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introducing general knowledge, the Muhammadiyah curriculum seeks to produce individuals who
are not only academically intelligent, but also responsible, moral, and ready to face the complexities
of the modern world.®

F. ISmuba Curriculum Structure

The ISMUBA curriculum structure in Muhammadiyah schools reflects efforts to harmonize
Islamic religious learning with the needs of modern education.¢ The ISMUBA curriculum in
Muhammadiyah is designed to cover both academic and practical dimensions, integrating the theory
and application of Islamic teachings. Core subjects such as Aqidah (Belief), Figh (Islamic Law), Tafsir
and Hadith, and Akhlak become the main focus in shaping students' comprehensive understanding
of Islam.® In addition, Arabic learning is also given to improve students' ability to understand
religious texts, such as the Qur'an and Hadith, so that they can penetrate their meaning more deeply.

The ISMUBA curriculum structure in Muhammadiyah schools also emphasizes the practical
aspects of Islamic education. Students are invited to participate in amaliyah simulations, hands-on
activities of worship and daily practices, such as congregational prayer, fasting, and zakat.®® The
curriculum creates a balance between theory and practice, ensuring that students not only
understand religious concepts intellectually but are also able to apply them in their daily lives.*
Thus, the ISMUBA curriculum structure in Muhammadiyah schools illustrates a deep commitment
to holistic education that not only develops academic intelligence but also shapes students' Islamic
character and personality. Based on the above understanding, it is known that the ISMUBA
curriculum structure in Muhammadiyah schools can vary based on the level of education (SD, SMP,
SMA, MI, MTs, MA) and the policies of each institution.

G. Comparison of LP Ma'arif Curriculum Development and ISMUBA Curriculum in

Improving Islamic Education.

Muhammadiyah and Nahdlatul Ulama (NU) adopt different approaches in the
development of their educational curricula, reflecting strategies of modernization and renewal in
Islamic education in Indonesia. Muhammadiyah implements a contemporary curriculum that
includes both religious and secular subjects, such as tarikh islamiyah, physics, biology, and
geography, among other subjects. This approach emphasizes the relevance of education to the
demands of the times and provides students with a wide range of knowledge and skills to face future
challenges. % On the other hand, NU initially focused on religious studies, hoping to produce a
generation of future scholars. However, with the passage of time and the adoption of the Joint Decree
of three Ministers, NU underwent changes in its curriculum. This involved combining religious
knowledge with other sciences and skills, making it more relevant to the socio-historical context. LP
Ma'arif NU, as part of NU, adopts the Ahlussunnah wal Jama’ah and Ke-Nahdlatul Ulama-an (Aswaja
and Ke-NU-an) curriculum as its distinctive style.% This curriculum is designed to equip students
with knowledge, skills, and attitudes that are in accordance with the values and identity of
Ahlussunnah wal Jama’ah Annahdliyah. The material coverage in the LP Ma'arif NU curriculum covers
various topics, including Ahlussunnah wal Jama’ah, the history and development of Islam in
Indonesia, and the role of Nahdlatul Ulama in the development of Islamic society in Indonesia.®”’

Changes and wupdates in educational methods are also continuously made by
Muhammadiyah and NU, demonstrating their commitment to ensuring their education remains
relevant and effective in the face of changing times. As such, both organizations are constantly
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working to strengthen their education systems to suit the challenges and needs of modern society.
Comparing the curriculum between LP Ma'arif and ISMUBA Curriculum in improving Islamic
education, we can see two approaches that are different yet aligned in their ultimate goal.

First, LP Ma'arif, as part of Nahdlatul Ulama (NU), has long been one of the major players
in Islamic education in Indonesia. The curriculum used by LP Ma'arif reflects NU's Islamic tradition,
with a strong focus on understanding Islamic teachings in accordance with NU's traditions and
values. LP Ma'arif also places importance on religious knowledge as the main foundation in
education, with the hope of producing a generation that understands Islamic teachings and is able
to become future religious leaders and scholars.5

On the other hand, the ISMUBA curriculum, used by Muhammadiyah educational
institutions, reflects a more contemporary and holistic approach to Islamic education. ISMUBA
integrates Islamic values, kemuhammadiyahan, and language as a holistic unit in the learning
process. Thus, ISMUBA not only emphasizes on the understanding of Islamic teachings, but also on
character development, ethics, and language skills needed in facing challenges in a global context.

Although both have different approaches, both LP Ma'arif and ISMUBA have the same goal,
which is to improve Islamic education and form a generation that is strong, noble, and able to
contribute positively to society. Through this comparison, we can understand that there are various
approaches that can be taken in improving Islamic education, and it is important for us to explore
the strengths and uniqueness of each approach in order to achieve a greater common goal.

CONCLUSION

Muhammadiyah carries a contemporary curriculum that includes both religious and secular
subjects, emphasizing the relevance of education to the demands of the times and providing students
with a wide range of knowledge and skills to face future challenges. On the other hand, NU initially
focused on religious studies in the hope of producing future generations of scholars, but underwent
a change by combining religious knowledge with other sciences and skills to make it more relevant
to the socio-historical context.

LP Ma'arif NU, as part of NU, adopts the Ahlussunnah wal Jama'ah and Ke-Nahdlatul Ulama-
an curriculum as its distinctive style, which is designed to equip students with knowledge, skills and
attitude competencies that are in line with Ahlussunnah wal Jama'ah Annahdliyah values and identity.

Although they have different approaches, both LP Ma'arif and ISMUBA have the same goal,
which is to improve Islamic education and form a generation that is strong, noble, and able to
contribute positively to society. Through this comparison, we understand that there are various
approaches that can be taken in improving Islamic education, and it is important to explore the
strengths and uniqueness of each approach in order to achieve a greater common goal. With a
commitment to updating educational methods, both Muhammadiyah and NU continue to strive to
strengthen their educational systems to suit the challenges and needs of a modern, competitive
society.
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