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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keyword: The discussion of religious moderation is becoming increasingly
Religious Moderation; important amid various deviations that distort its essence. In today’s
Scout Code of Honor; Scout context, challenges such as radicalism and extremism threaten the
Movement balance of religious life. Therefore, strengthening religious moderation

through education is essential to nurture a generation that upholds

Article history: tolerance and harmony in Indonesia. Instilling moderation values can

Received. 2025-01-06 be achieved through both formal and non-formal education, one of

Revised. 2025-06-15 which is the Scout Movement. Scouting activities aim to foster

Accepted. 2025-10-30 brotherhood, friendship, and unity, making them an effective medium
for applying moderation values. In universities, scouts play a vital role
in uniting students as future leaders who embody and spread the spirit
of moderation. This research employs a qualitative descriptive
approach using interviews with seven informants to explore how the
Scout Movement’s code of honor reflects the practice of religious
moderation among students. The results indicate that moderation
values have been well implemented by scout members at UIN Raden
Fatah Palembang through regular programs, social service, outdoor
activities, and leadership training. Adherence to the scout code of
honor serves as an ethical guideline that shapes members” behavior,
encouraging them to act responsibly and uphold the principles of
religious moderation.
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INTRODUCTION

The diversity and differences in culture and religion in Indonesia are a blessing for the life of
the nation.! However, apart from being a blessing from the Creator, diversity in Indonesia can also
pose a major threat if not handled properly. It requires the active participation of all Indonesians to
overcome these differences and build peace and unity amid diversity.2 Issues regarding moderation
are increasingly being discussed, especially with the many deviations that can change the meaning
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of religious moderation itself.? Religious moderation is an effort to understand and apply religious
teachings and beliefs in a way that fosters mutual respect and creates harmonious coexistence among
followers of different religions.* Indonesian society believes that religious moderation is one of their
ideals and values that they uphold, especially in the field of education.5 Religious moderation has
become one of the most promising approaches in higher education.® This attitude demonstrates a
willingness to accept religious practices that are adapted to local culture and traditions.” At present,
moderation faces considerable challenges, such as radicalism and extremism in religion.® The future
of tolerance in Indonesia is still far from perfect if intolerant attitudes continue to exist within
Indonesian society.® One of the relevant impacts of globalisation is the emergence of radical groups
that utilise global platforms to spread ideologies of intolerance and religious extremism.!® Religious
moderation is one of the strategic issues in Indonesia's National Medium-Term Development Plan
(RPJMN). This effort is considered important as a key agenda to prevent and overcome various forms
of intolerance that have the potential to arise in Indonesia's multicultural and diverse society.!!
Education is also an important factor in building a sustainable environment in society. Islamic
Religious Education (PAI) plays a strategic role in shaping the character, religious identity, and social
attitudes of students.'?> The National Education System Law No. 20 of 2003 reveals that the
development of students' attitudes is one of the objectives of national education.’”® In addition to
developing students' knowledge and skills, national education also has the function of shaping
independent attitudes, spiritual development, personality and noble character in students.* An
educational goal is largely determined by the worldview held by individuals, educational
institutions, and even the state institutions in which those educational institutions are located.!s
When discussing education, the subject of humanity cannot be ignored. Education is intended solely
for human beings as God's perfect creatures, so education is a means for humans to live better lives
in maintaining and developing their civilisation.!¢ The implementation of religious moderation in
Islamic religious education is to build mutual understanding and tolerance among students.!”
Moderation can also be achieved by developing one's behaviour in speech, actions and deeds that
must be in line with a moderate attitude.'® Religious moderation and education are important for the
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nation's children as the next generation who can advance Indonesia in the future. Instilling the values
of religious moderation is necessary as a measure to prevent us from provocative actions and
radicalism.! Therefore, it is important in life for people to be aware and care about love for others,
care about peace, and be able to accept all forms of differences that can be shown in an attitude of
tolerance. One application of religious moderation in education is to provide an understanding of
religious moderation through both formal education in schools and non-formal education. One way
to do this is by providing knowledge through non-formal education, such as the Scout movement.
The importance of instilling values such as integrity, honesty, responsibility and respect from an
early age cannot be overstated in today's increasingly complex and interconnected world.? Seeing
the above phenomenon, it is clear that religious moderation has been discussed in depth.”

The scout organisation that is implemented must have the objective of fostering and
developing a sense of brotherhood and friendship among fellow human beings.?? This is in line with
the Scout Movement's code of honour, which forms the basis of conduct for all Scout members. In
their efforts to develop tolerance towards others, Scout members are guided by the Scout
Movement's code of honour, which contains promises and norms that must be reflected in the
character of a Scout member.? Scouts in higher education institutions can be at the forefront of
uniting the nation, namely students. This is because scouts are not only found in primary and
secondary schools, but also in higher education institutions and even among adults. Students play
an important role in instilling all values of religious moderation.?* Higher education institutions can
be the driving force behind a generation, and they are also expected to be a platform capable of
producing high-quality, outstanding young people and generations.? The urgency of this research
lies in the importance of strengthening the values of religious moderation among the younger
generation as an effort to face the increasingly complex challenges of radicalism and intolerance. The
Scouting movement, as a vehicle for character formation through a code of honor, has strategic
potential in instilling the values of justice, tolerance, and patriotism in a practical manner. However,
empirical studies highlighting the role of Scouting in internalizing the values of religious
moderation, particularly among university students, are still very limited. Therefore, this research is
novel in its in-depth examination of how practicing the Scouting code of honor can be an effective
means of developing moderate character in a university environment. Based on initial observations
conducted by researchers in the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang scout movement, researchers found
that the purpose of scouting education, particularly in the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang scout
movement, is to shape the character of scout members so that they can be accepted in society. In
addition, the researcher observed that the values contained in the scout movement's code of honour
encompass all the values of religious moderation. The values of religious moderation have been
indirectly implemented by scout members, but they are unaware of the specific points of religious
moderation because scout members are only familiar with the code of honour.

METHODS

The type of research used is qualitative research, which is a form of research using descriptive
data in the form of written or spoken words from people or actors who can be observed.2¢ This
method was carried out using a descriptive qualitative approach. Thus, the information or data
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obtained from the interviews will provide a detailed picture of how the Scout Movement's code of
honour is practised in the implementation of religious moderation values among students.

The primary data sources in this study are research sources obtained directly from the research
subjects. Primary data is information from informants and related objects. There are seven
informants in this study, consisting of four traditional leaders and four community leaders, as well
as three heads of the ambalan and racana councils.

The secondary data sources in this study are data sources obtained through various means
and other sources, which can include research materials, books, documents, images, and others. This
secondary data consists of supporting data in the form of research results in the form of theses and
journals. Secondary data can also be data from the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scouts, for example,
scout biography data at the UKMK Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang, vision and mission,
membership data at the UKMK Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang, and others.

Data collection was carried out through observation. Data was collected in this study so that
researchers could systematically record and observe the implementation of religious moderation
values through the practice of the Scout Movement code of honour among students at UKMK
Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang. Subsequently, interviews were conducted with informants
in this study. The interviews were intended to determine how the values of religious moderation
were implemented and whether there were any inhibiting or supporting factors in the
implementation of these values through the practice of the Scout Movement's code of honour among
students at UKMK Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang. Finally, documentation was compiled to
support this study.

Data analysis included data reduction, data presentation, data triangulation, and data
conclusion. Data reduction is the process of focusing on important data in a study, while data
presentation is the process of collecting information about related data. This was done to draw
conclusions from the data and to understand what was being studied, after which data triangulation
was carried out. Data triangulation is a method for analysing data that can help ensure data accuracy
by understanding the differences between data sets and the final stage, which is data conclusion. All
data obtained will be collected and conclusions will be drawn by the researcher who has been
appointed.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
A. Implementation of Moderate Religious Values in Scouting

The diversity of religions and beliefs inherent in the Indonesian nation makes interfaith
harmony an important factor in maintaining national stability and security. To address various
challenges in religious life, the Ministry of Religious Affairs has initiated a religious moderation
programme since 2016.% The implementation of the value of tawasuth (moderation) in scouting
is to fairly punish scout members who violate previously established rules without considering
individual relationships, whether they are members or council members (administrators), and
to fairly collect cash from both scout members and scout leaders themselves without
discrimination.

In Scouting, the value of i'tidal (fairness) must be possessed by all Scout members because
this value emphasises the importance of being steadfast, fair, impartial, and adhering to the
truth. In Scouting, an example of the implementation of this value of i'tidal is that a Scout must
be honest and fair in all matters, even if it means admitting their mistakes. The implementation
of this value of i'tidal has been carried out through the awarding of appreciation such as annual
stars, proficiency badges and so on. Members who have committed offences will also be given
punishments appropriate to the level of their offence.

The implementation of the value of tasamuh (tolerance) in the scouting activities of UIN
Raden Fatah Palembang can be seen, for example, in the national craft camp attended by Islamic

¥ Ivan Fanani Qomusuddin et al., “Determinants of Students” Religious Moderation in Indonesian Islamic Higher Education: A
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religious universities. Of course, there will be many differences among the participants because
they come from different regions. Therefore, through scouting activities, a sense of humanity
and mutual respect will be formed and fostered. This shows that the UIN Raden Fatah
Palembang Scouts have successfully implemented the value of religious moderation, especially
the value of tolerance.

The value of asy-syura (deliberation) has also been regulated in the customary guidelines of
the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang scout movement. The content explains that deliberation and
discussion are the highest forums in the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang scouts, as well as a vehicle
for deliberation to accommodate all members' aspirations, the results or decisions of which then
become guidelines for the future. An example of the implementation of this value of deliberation
is the activity known as the mid-term meeting, or Sidpartu for short. Sidpartu is a deliberative
agenda carried out by members of the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scout Movement within a
period of six months.

The UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scouts carried out community service activities and other
improvement activities in the village of Tabuan Asri. These included improving public facilities,
such as repainting bridges, cleaning places of worship, and planting trees to promote
reforestation. These activities are part of an effort to implement the value of al-ishlah or
improvement among Scout members and are packaged in the form of enjoyable Scouting
activities so that Scout members continue to enjoy participating. In addition, the value of al-
ishlah can also shape the character of Scout members to become responsible individuals. This
shows that the value of al-ishlah or improvement, which is one of the values of religious
moderation, has been implemented by the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scouts in the form of
community service activities.

The value of al-qudwah (leadership) must be instilled in a scout member so that they can set
a good example and be a role model for themselves, their group and the community. An example
of leadership or setting an example in the community itself is, for example, in physical
community service activities such as building a gate during Scout community service activities.
This can serve as an example to the community that Scouts are members who can work together
with residents to develop the village.

The value of Al-Muwathanah, or love for the homeland, among Scout members can be
implemented and demonstrated through the conduct of ceremonies and the raising of the red
and white flag on every - important days in the country. In addition to conducting and carrying
out flag ceremonies, the love for the homeland of scout members can also be implemented
through activities in the form of national insight to find out and prove how well scout members
understand the Republic of Indonesia. The implementation of this love for the homeland can
also be done by upholding noble values noble values such as continuing to practise Pancasila,
having the courage to admit mistakes, loving the Indonesian language, arts, culture and history,
learning about all the customs and ethnic groups in Indonesia, respecting others and being
Indonesian citizens who are ready to serve the country.

The implementation of the value of Al-La'unf or anti-violence in scouting can be seen simply
in the activity of trekking. Although their task is simple, which is to explore a predetermined
distance, trekking will train scout members to look after one another and care for each other.
Those who are unable to carry their belongings will be assisted by their friends, those who are
sick will be cared for, and those who fall behind will be waited for. These simple acts will foster
a sense of care and compassion among Scout members. As a result, once they care for and love
one another, violence will not occur in the Scout environment.

The implementation of the value of I'tiraf Al-'Urf (Cultural Friendliness) in scouting can be
found in scout community service activities, abbreviated as Kartika. This activity is held every
two years by the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang scout movement. This activity is carried out in
villages in the South Sumatra region and is attended by participants from all over Indonesia.
Through this activity, Kartika participants will learn about new cultures and the customs of the
local community. This fosters an attitude of acceptance and respect for the culture of the region.
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The concept of the Kartika activity itself involves placing participants in local residents' homes
so that they can experience first-hand the customs and culture of the community as they live side
by side.

Based on the above explanation regarding the implementation of religious moderation
values obtained through observation, interviews and documentation, it can be concluded that
all values of religious moderation have been implemented by members of the UIN Raden Fatah
Palembang Scout Troop. Values such as fairness, proportionality, tolerance, deliberation, love
for the homeland, pioneering spirit, improvement, anti-violence, and cultural friendliness have
been implemented through activities in the UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scouts.

B. Practising the Scout Movement Code of Honour

The implementation of the code of honour is important for all Scouts to apply in their daily
lives. One extracurricular activity that can shape students' character to be disciplined,
independent, responsible, nationalistic, and socially and personally skilled is Scouting. 2
Strengthening the character of students is one of the fundamental roles in educating the younger
generation and in scouting activities, which encompasses four main roles. First, scouts serve as
a forum for developing the soft skills and hard skills of participants. Self-development and
improvement include the formation of soft skills and hard skills, both of which play an important
role in character education. Soft skills such as discipline, honesty, integrity, caring, tolerance,
and problem-solving skills need to be balanced with hard skills such as analytical thinking,
writing, and public speaking. The combination of these two types of skills forms the basis for the
formation of a well-rounded character, oriented towards practical application, comprehensive
assessment, and continuous personality development.?

The practice of the honor code aims to provide Pramuka members with a reference or guide
in attitude and ethics.?® The honor code is something that must be applied by all Pramuka
members, especially in the Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang. In the practice of the honor
code at UKMK Pramuka UIN Raden Fatah Palembang, everyone plays an important role in it,
especially the role of a pemangku adat and the chairman of the council because they are the
depiction of how Pramuka UIN Palembang operates. The pemangku adat, chairman, and the
serving council must set a good example so that the honor code continues to function as
intended.

C. Supporting and Inhibiting Factors in the Implementation of Religious Moderation Values
Through the Practice of the Scout Movement's Code of Honor

Religious moderation is considered very important in a heterogeneous country like
Indonesia, which is rich in diversity so that it is very easy for friction to arise between groups,
especially by using religious issues.?! Religious moderation in Indonesia has been studied from
various perspectives.?2 Implementing the values of religious moderation through the practice of
the Scout Movement's code of honor is a supporting factor, namely the guidance method
provided by Scout leaders. This guidance method uses an effective, inspiring approach that is
appropriate to the psychological development of children and adolescents. This process of
practicing the code of honor will become a habit for Scout members. Other supporting factors
include Scout programs and activities, including outdoor activities, social service activities, and
routine training. Furthermore, active involvement and participation, as well as awards and
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recognition for members, can also be supporting factors in implementing the values of religious
moderation in Scouts.

Factors that can hinder this include external influences and technology. Unsupportive
environmental influences can impact the implementation and adherence to the Scouting
Movement's code of honor. Beyond these negative external influences, technology and
entertainment can distract members from Scouting activities that foster generational
development and instill character values in them. Internal organizational issues can also hinder
the implementation of religious moderation values in Scouting if not addressed wisely by
members.?® The implementation of extracurricular Scouting activities plays a crucial role in
fostering social awareness and developing positive character in students. The core values and
goals embodied in Scouting activities clearly demonstrate a commitment to fostering and
strengthening student character. Furthermore, Scouting activities are inclusive, involving
participation from various age groups, from children to adolescents to adults, thus providing a
universal and sustainable platform for character learning.3

CONCLUSION

The conclusion is that the values of religious moderation through the practice of the scout
movement's code of honor have been well implemented by scout members, especially the members
of UIN Raden Fatah Palembang Scouts. This is carried out in the form of routine activities, social
service activities, outdoor activities, and other coaching activities. Furthermore, the practice of the
code of honor is mandatory for scout members as it serves as a guideline for their actions and ethics.
In the implementation of religious moderation values, there are factors that can either support or
hinder the process. Therefore, these obstacles must be addressed so that the values within religious
moderation can be effectively implemented for scout members in particular.

The results of this study show that the values of religious moderation have been effectively
implemented through the practice of the scout movement's code of honor, as reflected in various
activities such as routine training, social service, and field activities. These findings affirm that the
scout movement plays an important role in shaping the character of students to be moderate, tolerant,
and patriotic. The practice of the code of honor serves as an ethical guideline that strengthens
attitudes of fairness, deliberation, and social concern among scout members. The recommendation
for further research is to conduct comparative studies across various universities to assess the
effectiveness of character education models based on scouting in reinforcing religious moderation in
a broader context.
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